
Council Report 
77GN.E. 125 StreEt, North Miami, Florida 33IGI 

To: The Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

From: Alberto Destrade, Purchasing Director 

Date: December 13, 2016 

RE: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH MIAMI, 
FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND CITY ATTORNEY TO NEGOTIATE 
AND EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT, BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
NORTH MIAMI AND R. J. BEHAR & COMPANY, INC., TO PROVIDE WATER 
RESOURCES AND STORMWATER DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE TRESSLER STREET 
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT UNDER A GRANT FROM THE FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED 
FIFTY SEVEN THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED FIFTY EIGHT DOLLARS AND THIRTY-TWO 
CENTS ($57,658.32), IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS, CONDITIONS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS CONTAINED IN THE REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS # 12-14-15, 
CONTINUING ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE AND FOR ALL OTHER PURPOSES. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff is requesting that the Mayor and City Council authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to 
finalize and execute an agreement with the consulting firm of R.J. Behar & Company (RJ Behar) to 
provide the City with engineering and planning design services for the Tressler Street (N.E. l?̂ *" 
Avenue) drainage improvements project, located between N.E. 16̂ '̂  Avenue and N.E. 135̂ ^ Street, 
at a not-to-exceed fee of $57,658.32. 

BACKGROUND 
On March 24, 2015, the City issued "Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 12-14-15 "Continuing 
Architectural and Engineering Services" (Solicitation) in accordance with the Consultants 
Competitive Negotiation Act (CCNA) for the purpose of retaining experienced, licensed, and insured 
architectural and engineering firms to provide on a continuing , as needed when-needed basis, the 
following professional services categories: Landscape Architecture/Interior Design, Roadway, Traffic 
& Transportation Engineering and Consulting, Water/Waste Water Engineering, Water 
Resources/Storm water Design, Urban Planning & Design, and Environmental Engineering. 

In response to this Solicitation, R.J. Behar submitted its qualifications to provide "Water 
Resources/Stormwater Design Services" and was selected and included on the list of pre-qualified 
CCNA firms by the City Council on June 9, 2015 through Resolution No. 2015-R-52. As a result, staff 
assigned this project to RJ Behar and negotiated terms and conditions for the following scope of 
work. 

N
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SCOPE OF WORK 
The City has been awarded a grant from the State of Florida's Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) in order to make improvements to the City's Tressler Street drainage system, 
within the Arch Creek North/Arch Creek South Drainage Area, in accordance with the 
recommendations adopted in the City's Stormwater Master Plan. The proposed improvements will 
include upgrades to the existing drainage infrastructure by installing exfiltration trenches, piping, 
new catch basin structures, re-grading of swale areas, replacement of existing catch basins, swale 
retrofit and other recommended improvements. 
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Tressler Street (N.E. 17'̂  Avenue) Drainage Improvements Project 
(Between N.E. 19*̂  Avenue and N.E. 135*̂  Street) 

The goal of this project is to eliminate flooding for 25-year critical events and to reduce 100-year 
critical events for the surrounding community. Moreover, these improvements will also help to 
reduce the pollutant outflow to the Arch Creek Canal and ultimately Biscayne Bay by reducing the 
volume of stormwater runoff into these bodies of water and significantly lower the flooding and 
potential health risks in the target area. 

RJ Behar shall provide the City with engineering and planning design services to include, but not 
limited to, field data collection, drainage analysis and report, surveys and plan preparations, 
technical specifications, construction cost estimates, utility coordination and progress meetings, 
permitting, and bidding assistance for the construction phase of the project. 

Given the above, staff recommends award of a contract to RJ Behar to provide engineering 
consulting services for the Tressler Street drainage improvements project at a not-to-exceed fee of 
$57,658.32, with the successful completion of their services to be accomplished within ten (10) 
months from issuance on the City's notice to proceed. 

FUNDING SOURCE 
Funding for this work shall be from a grant received from the State of Florida's Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

ATTACHMENTS 
Resolution 
Resolution No. 2015-R-52 
R.J. Behar & Company - Final Proposal 
FDEP Agreement 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______________ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF NORTH MIAMI, FLORIDA, 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND CITY 

ATTORNEY TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF NORTH MIAMI AND R. J. BEHAR & 

COMPANY, INC., TO PROVIDE WATER RESOURCES 

AND STORMWATER DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE 

TRESSLER STREET DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS 

PROJECT UNDER A GRANT FROM THE FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AT 

A COST NOT TO EXCEED FIFTY-SEVEN THOUSAND SIX 

HUNDRED FIFTY-EIGHT DOLLARS AND THIRTY-TWO 

CENTS ($57,658.32), IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS, 

CONDITIONS AND SPECIFICATIONS CONTAINED IN 

THE REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS # 12-14-15, 

CONTINUING ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING 

SERVICES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND 

FOR ALL OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2015, the City of North Miami (“City”) issued Request for 

Qualifications # 12-14-15, Continuing Architectural and Engineering Services (“RFQ”), for the 

purpose of retaining experienced, licensed and insured architectural and engineering firms to 

provide on a continuing, as-needed when-needed contract basis, the following specific professional 

services:  Landscape Architecture/Interior Design, Roadway, Traffic & Transportation 

Engineering and Consulting, Water/Waste Water Engineering, Water Resources/Stormwater 

Design, Urban Planning & Design, and Environmental Engineering; and  

WHEREAS, the RFQ was undertaken in accordance with Florida’s Consultants’ 

Competitive Negotiation Act, under Section 287.055, Florida Statues (2015); and 

WHEREAS, in response to the RFQ, the firm of R. J. Behar & Company, Inc., 

(“Contractor”) submitted its sealed qualifications for the provision of Water Resources and 

Stormwater Design Services, and was subsequently selected by City administration as having those 

qualifications and references most advantageous to the City; and 
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WHEREAS, on June 9, 2015, the Mayor and City Council passed and adopted Resolution 

No. 2015-R-52, approving the selection of Contractor for the provision of Water Resources and 

Stormwater Design Services on a continuing, as-needed when-needed contract basis; and 

WHEREAS, City administration has identified the need for Water Resources and 

Stormwater Design Services for the Tressler Street Drainage Improvements Project under a grant 

from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, at a cost not to exceed Fifty-Seven 

Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars and Thirty-Two Cents ($57,658.32), in accordance 

with the terms and conditions of the RFQ and Contractor’s proposal dated November 14, 2016 

(“Services”); and  

WHEREAS, Services will include, but shall not be limited to the following tasks and 

deliverables:  1) field review, 2) data collection, 3) drainage analysis and report, 4) preparation of 

plans, 5) estimates of probable cost, 6) technical specifications, 7) utility coordination and utility 

meeting, 8) progress meetings, 9) permitting, 10) bidding assistance, 11) survey, 12) subsurface 

utility engineering and geotechnical services; and  

WHEREAS, Services will be completed by Contractor within ten (10) months from the 

City’s issuance of a Notice to Proceed; and  

WHEREAS, the City administration respectfully requests that the Mayor and City Council 

authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to negotiate and execute a Professional Services 

Agreement for the provision of the aforementioned Services, for the completion of an important 

serving to improve the public health, safety and welfare.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT DULY RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH MIAMI, FLORIDA: 

Section 1. Authority of City Manager and City Attorney.  The Mayor and City 

Council of the City of North Miami, Florida, hereby authorize the City Manager and City Attorney 

to negotiate and execute a Professional Services Agreement between the City of North Miami and 

R. J. Behar & Company, Inc., to provide Water Resources and Stormwater Design Services for the 

Tressler Street Drainage Improvements Project under a grant from the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection at a cost not to exceed Fifty-Seven Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-Eight 

Dollars and Thirty-Two Cents ($57,658.32), in accordance with the terms, conditions and 
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specifications contained in the Request for Qualifications # 12-14-15, Continuing Architectural 

and Engineering Services. 

Section 2. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by a __________ vote of the Mayor and City Council of the 

City of North Miami, Florida, this ___ day of _______________, 2016 

______________________________ 

DR. SMITH JOSEPH 

MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________________ 

MICHAEL A. ETIENNE, ESQ. 

CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM  

AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 

_____________________________________ 

JEFF P. H. CAZEAU, ESQ. 

CITY ATTORNEY 

SPONSORED BY:  CITY ADMINISTRATION 

Moved by:     

Seconded by:     

Vote: 

Mayor Smith Joseph, D.O., Pharm. D.   _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 

Vice Mayor Alix Desulme     _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 

Councilman Scott Galvin     _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 

Councilwoman Carol Keys, Esq.    _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 

Councilman Philippe Bien-Aime    _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 









 

7850 NW 146th Street  Suite 504  Miami Lakes, Fl 33016  Tel: (305) 558-3777  Fax: (305) 558-8909 

November 14, 2016 
 
Shenise Truesdell, MPA 
Purchasing Department 
City of North Miami 
776 NE 125th Street 
North Miami, FL  33161 
 
 
  RE:   Request for Proposals 
          Tressler Street (NE 17th Avenue) Drainage Improvements 
 
 
Dear Ms. Truesdell: 
 
R. J. Behar & Company, Inc., (RJ Behar) is most pleased to submit this revised response to 
your Request for Proposals to serve the City of North Miami with engineering services for the 
Tressler Street (NE 17th Avenue) Drainage Improvements Project.  We are complementing our 
team with F.R. Aleman & Associates, Inc., who will provide subsurface utility engineering 
(SUE) on as needed basis, and Langan Engineering, Inc., who will provide geotechnical 
investigations and report. 
 
Thank you for contacting us for this project.  We look forward to continuing our working 
relationship with the City of North Miami.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions regarding the proposal. 
 
Sincerely,  
R. J. BEHAR & COMPANY, INC.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Juan H. Vazquez, P.E., P.H., B.C.E.E.        
Vice President 
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SCOPE OF SERVICES 
Proposal For Tressler Street (NE 17th Ave.) Drainage Improvements Design Services 
10/27/16 

 
I. Introduction 
 

The City of North Miami completed a comprehensive Stormwater Master Plan (SWMP) update 
in order to identify and prioritize flooding within the City and eliminate or reduce the problem. 
Drainage improvements for Tressler Street, part of the Arch Creek North/Arch Creek South 
Drainage Area, were identified as one of the top priorities. 
 
The City of North Miami has contacted RJ Behar to provide design services that will upgrade the 
existing infrastructure along Tressler Street, within the Arch Creek North/Arch Creek South 
Drainage Area, to the recommendations provided in the City's Stormwater Master Plan. The 
subject improvements will generally include upgrading existing drainage infrastructure by 
installing exfiltration trenches, solid piping, installation of new catch basin structures with 
baffles, regrading of swale areas, replacement of existing hand built catch basins, swale retrofit, 
and other Best Management Practices (BMPs) along Tressler Street.  The proposed 
improvements will aim at eliminating flooding for 25-year critical events and reduce 100-year 
critical events.  Also, it will help reduce the pollutant loading to the Arch Creek Canal, and 
ultimately Biscayne Bay, by reducing the volume of stormwater runoff into these water bodies 
and reduce the flooding and potential health risks in the target area.  
 

II. Scope of Work 
 

1. Field Review 
Field visits will be required to refine the scope of the improvements.   This task will consist of a 
review of the site and documenting existing conditions with photos and notes.   Two field 
reviews are anticipated to complete design of specific items that may be in conflict with the 
proposed design.  These may include mailboxes, driveways, landscaping, etc.  One visit is 
expected at the beginning of the project and another with plans in hand prior to the final plans 
submittal. 
 

2. Data Collection 
Research should be conducted to review the project’s existing records including the City’s 
SWMP. The research efforts involve telephone conversations and meetings with agency staff, as 
well as reviewing record drawings and obtaining stormwater and utility atlases. Information will 
be collected from the City and Miami-Dade County. 
 

3. Drainage Analysis and Report 
RJ Behar will also perform calculations necessary for a final design of the collection system, 
French drains, including final locations of inlets, stormsewers, exfiltration systems and outfalls.    
RJ Behar will prepare a report documenting the analyses performed, drainage criteria used, 
permitting requirements, drainage improvements, figures and schematics, and discussion of the 
results.  The report should identify the improvements that could be implemented to improve 
existing conditions.  The report will be used for permitting purposes. 
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4. Plans Preparation 

 
Final designs and plans will be prepared based on the results of our field reviews, analyses, and 
discussions with the City’s Staff.   RJ Behar shall prepare preliminary plans (60%), 90% and final 
plans (100%) of the proposed improvements and submit to the City for review and approval.    
 
The following is a preliminary list of drawings: 
 

Key Sheet 
General Notes 
Plan and Profiles 
Miscellaneous Details 
Drainage Cross Sections 
Quantity Sheet 
Erosion and Sediment Control Details 

 
Roadway Restoration: RJ Behar shall incorporate into the design all necessary components of 
roadway and swale restoration.   The City of North Miami, Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) and Miami-Dade County Public Work’s standards will be used as guidelines. 
 

5. Estimates of Probable Cost 
RJ Behar will provide an Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Cost at 60% and another final one with 
the final signed and sealed plans to use for comparison with the bids from contractors. The cost 
estimate shall include a detailed tabulation of all portions of the project. 
 

6. Technical Specifications 
RJ Behar shall prepare technical specifications in relation to the final design components.  
Erosion and sediment control methods, pollution prevention precautions, and road restoration 
construction will be included by standard specifications.   The specifications package will follow 
either the Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) format or FDOT Standard Specifications 
with modifications necessary to convey requirements for the materials and products selected.  
 

7. Utility Coordination and Utility Meeting 
a. Utility Coordination: A design ticket will be requested from Sunshine One Call. 

All of the utilities identified on the ticket will be contacted and atlases for the 
utilities’ facilities in the area will be solicited.  The information from the utilities 
will be included in the drawings.  The possible locations for soft digs will be 
determined at identified possible conflicts.  This task includes follow up with the 
utility companies to coordinate and resolve any possible conflicts. 
 

b. Utility Meeting:  Attend one utility coordination meeting with all utilities to go 
over conflicts and relocations. 

 
8. Progress Meetings 
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Three progress meetings are expected for the project; the kick-off meeting and at each major 
submittal to discuss scope, progress and City comments.  Minutes will be prepared outlining the 
major items and decisions discussed at the meetings. 

 
9. Permitting 

RJ Behar shall be responsible for preparing and processing documents for permitting and 
assisting in obtaining approval from agencies having jurisdiction.   It is recognized by the City 
that the period for obtaining permits is beyond the control of RJ Behar except for issues 
concerning RJ Behar’s ability to respond to permitting agency requests for information.   Permits 
expected include the Miami-Dade County Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources. 
 

10. Bidding Assistance 
RJ Behar shall provide plans and specifications to the City for distribution to contractors. The 
City will provide the front end documents.  These will be reviewed for consistency with the 
technical specifications.    RJ Behar shall respond to requests for information (RFI’s) and review 
all bids for competency as requested by the City. 
 

a. Meetings: Pre-bid meeting(s) will be attended. 
 

b. Addendums: RJ Behar shall prepare all necessary responses to RFI’s to answer 
questions posed by contractors. 

 
c. Bid Review and Analysis: RJ Behar shall review all bids for competency as requested 

by the City and provide recommendations, including the basis for the 
recommendations. 

   
 

11. Survey 
The City has provided the topographic survey for the project.  The City shall provide the Cadd 
and electronic files of the survey. 
 

12. Subsurface Utility Engineering (SUE) 
See proposal from F.R. Aleman & Associates, Inc.  This task will be used on an as-needed basis.  
 

13. Geotechnical 
See proposal from Langan Engineering. 
 
 
 
Notes: 
The City may elect to provide the location of City owned existing utilities. 
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FEE PROPOSAL SUMMARY
R.J. BEHAR & COMPANY
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: TRESSLER ST (NE 17 AVENUE) DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

        PRINCIPAL         PROJECT PROJECT ENGINEER
      MANAGER  MANHOURS  TOTAL COST

68.89$    2.9 44.23$  2.9 26.25$  2.9 29.78$        2.9
ACTIVITY 199.78$       128.27$       76.13$        86.36$                BY         BY

STAFF HOURLY STAFF HOURLY STAFF HOURLY STAFF HOURLY STAFF HOURLY     ACTIVITY   ACTIVITY
HOURS RATE HOURS RATE HOURS RATE HOURS RATE HOURS RATE

Field Visits (2 visits) 0 -$            4.0 513.07$       4.0 304.50$      0.0 -$            -$          8 817.57$          
Data Collection 0 -$            2.0 256.53$       6.0 456.75$      0.0 -$            -$          8 713.28$          
Drainage Analysis 2 399.56$       19.0 2,437.07$    11.0 837.38$      0.0 -$            -$          32 3,674.01$       
Drainage Report 2 399.56$       4.0 513.07$       6.0 456.75$      4.0 345.45$      -$          16 1,714.83$       
Key Sheet 0 -$            1.0 128.27$       3.0 228.38$      2.0 172.72$      -$          6 529.37$          
General Notes (1 sheet) 2 399.56$       1.0 128.27$       4.0 304.50$      5.0 431.81$      -$          12 1,264.14$       
Plan and Profiles (2 sheets) 4 799.12$       2.0 256.53$       11.0 837.38$      15.0 1,295.43$   -$          32 3,188.46$       
Miscellaneous Details (2 sheets) 2 399.56$       1.0 128.27$       8.0 609.00$      13.0 1,122.71$   -$          24 2,259.54$       
Drainage Cross Sections (8 sheets) 2 399.56$       2.0 256.53$       14.0 1,065.75$   22.0 1,899.96$   -$          40 3,621.81$       
Erosion control details  (2 sheets) 2 399.56$       1.0 128.27$       6.0 456.75$      7.0 604.53$      -$          16 1,589.11$       
Quantity Sheet  (1 sheets) 1 199.78$       1.0 128.27$       4.0 304.50$      6.0 518.17$      -$          12 1,150.72$       
Cost Estimate 1 199.78$       1.0 128.27$       4.0 304.50$      6.0 518.17$      -$          12 1,150.72$       
Specifications 2 399.56$       1.0 128.27$       8.0 609.00$      13.0 1,122.71$   -$          24 2,259.54$       
Utility Coordination 0 -$            1.0 128.27$       7.0 532.88$      12.0 1,036.34$   -$          20 1,697.49$       
Utility Meeting 0 -$            4.0 513.07$       4.0 304.50$      0.0 -$            -$          8 817.57$          
Progress Meetings (3 meetings) 12 2,397.37$    12.0 1,539.20$    0.0 -$            0.0 -$            -$          24 3,936.58$       
Permitting 2 399.56$       6.0 769.60$       14.0 1,065.75$   18.0 1,554.52$   -$          40 3,789.43$       
Bid Assistance 2 399.56$       3.0 384.80$       21.0 1,598.63$   34.0 2,936.31$   -$          60 5,319.30$       

-$               
TOTAL 36 7,192.12$    66 8,465.62$    135 10,276.88$ 157 13,558.83$ 0 -$          394 39,493.45$     

LABOR FEE 39,493.45$     
DIRECT REIMBURSABLES - travel, parking, printing (L.S. @ 2.0%) 789.87$          
SUBCONSULTANTS

Assumptions: GEOTECHNICAL 11,000.00$     
1 - 2 plan and profile sheets @ 30 scale SUBTOTAL 51,283.32$    
2 - Approximately 16 drainage structures
3 - Closed System w/o outfall UTILITY LOCATES 6,375.00$       
4 - Permit fees  to be paid by City TOTAL: 57,658.32$    

DESIGNER
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November 2, 2016 
 
 
R. J. BEHAR & COMPANY, INC. 
Attn: Mr. Juan H. Vazquez, P.E., PH, BCEE 
6861 SW 196 Ave., Suite 302 
Pembroke Pines, FL  33332  
 
 
RE: Price Proposal for Locating Services. Drainage Improvements on Tressler Street (N.E. 17th 

Ave.) from N.E. 16th Ave. to N.E. 135th St., City of North Miami, Florida 
  
Dear Mr. Vazquez: 
 
In accordance with your request, F.R. Aleman & Associates, Inc., (FRA) is pleased to submit our revised 
proposal to provide LOCATING, services to your company. Test hole reports will have survey information 
(station, offset and elevation). Three swing ties will be taken to three structures on the plans. The 
measurements on this project have been requested to be provided in tenths. 
 

F.R. ALEMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
LOCATING / SURVEYING - PRICE PROPOSAL 

ITEM 
DESCRIPTION 

 
QUANTITY 

 
RATE 

ITEM 
PRICE 

Test Holes 

(Survey Included) 

 
15 Test Holes 

 
$ 425.00 per / 

Test Hole 
$ 6,375.00 

TOTAL: $ 6,375.00 

 
FRA based this estimate on the scope provided above. 
 
We are prepared to commence work immediately upon your issuance of a Letter of Authorization.  Please 
do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding this estimate.   
 
Very truly yours,     

 
 
D.M. Stanton 
S.U.E. Director 
 
 

ACCEPTED AND AGREED: 
Client: R.J. BEHAR & COMPANY, INC. 
 
 
By: ___________________________ 
 
Title:  _________________________ 
 
Date:  _________________________ 

http://www.fr-aleman.com/
mailto:Dennis.Stanton@fr-aleman.com





























































